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CONFIDENTIAL BAGHDAD 1926 

EXDIS 
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TAGS: PFOR, US, IZ 

SUBJECT: IRAQ UN MISSION ACQUISITION OF FIREARMS 
REF: USUN 6284 

1 . USINT SOURCE WHO HAS CLOSE LINKS WITH IRAQI INTELLIGENCE TOLD 
ME THAT QUESTION OF DECLARING MEMBER OF USINT STAFF PNG IN RE- 
TALIATION FOR TAYYARS EXPULSION WAS CONSIDERED IN A HIGH LEVEL 
MEETING ON DECEMBER 27. NO DECISION WAS REACHED AND QUESTION 
WAS POSTPONED FOR LATER CONSIDERATION. 

2. INSTEAD, GOI IS TRANSMITTING SUBSTANCE OF MY DEMARCHE TO 
FOREIGN MINISTRY ON DECEMBER 23 (BAGHDAD 1905) TO AMBASSADOR 
SHAIKHLY WITH REQUEST FOR HIS COMMENTS. APPARENTLY, SHAIKHLY 
HAD SERIOUSLY MISINFORMED GOI ON SUBSTANCE OF OUR APPROACH TO HIM 
IN NEW YORK. 

3. ON BALANCE, THIS IS ENCOURAGING DEVELOPMENT. IT APPEARS THAT 

GOI IS BEGINNING TO REALIZE THAT IT WAS MISLED BY SHAIKHLY AND TAYYAR 


4. I HAVE POINTED OUT THAT PNG OF A USINT STAFFER WOULD PROBABLY 
TRIGGER FURTHER PUBLICITY ABOUT THIS WHOLE AFFAIR WHICH WOULD NOT 
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BE IN INTERESTS OF IRAQ. IT STILL POSSIBLE, HOWEVER, THAT GOI 
WILL CONSIDER IT ESSENTIAL TO DECLARE USINT STAFF MEMBER PNG AS 
A MEANS OF "SAVING FACE". 

5. I RECOMMEND THAT, IF POSSIBLE, FURTHER PUBLICITY ON THIS SUBJECT 
BE AVOIDED UNTIL GOI HAS HAD TIME TO DECIDE HOW TO REACT. 
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